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IAM RICH
SIMMONS

Rich Simmons is a Contemporary Urban Pop Artist who has
exhibited all over the world. Simmons work explores the
intersections of visual culture, spanning pop art, comic books,
the Renaissance, contemporary fashion, sexuality and beyond.

London-based Rich Simmons has a global reach and celebrity
following, having exhibited in some of the world’s most
prestigious galleries in London, New York, LA, Tampa, Miami,
Toronto, Montreal, Seoul, Cincinnati and Geneva.

Simmons work has now made it into Museum collections with
the Men Of Steel, Women Of Wonder exhibition debuting at the
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in 2019.

Last year saw one of his works sell for £52,000 at a Christie’s
charity auction.

Simmons bold use of colour, intricately detailed hand-cut
stencils, sense of humour and thought-provoking narratives

running through his work are proving Rich is both In innovator

and highly collectible artist. Simmons work transcends galleries
and his street art murals can be seen around the Id with the
latest 3,400 sq ft mural being completed in Roger rkansas.

Simmons is also the creator and founder of Art Is The Cure, a
Vinspired award-winning organisation promoting art therapy
and has run workshops and talks around orld
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2021 VW Contemporary Gallery, Greenwich Connecticut - Permenant Collection

2021 Taglialatella Gallery, New York - Permenant Collection

2021 Hampton Gallery, Montreal - Group Show

2021 Fffusion Gallery, Miami - Permenant Collection

2020 0ld Bank Vault Gallery, London - Group Show

2020 Pop Up Gallery, Seoul - Group Show

2020 Miller Gallery, Cincinnati Ohio - Permenant Collection

2019 Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Arkansas - Group Show

2019 San Antonio Museum of Art, Texas - Group Show

2019 Addison Gallery of American Art, Massachusetts - Group Show

2019 Art Angels, Los Angeles - Group Show

2019 Box Galleries, London - Solo Show -Imaginarium

2018 /mitate Modern, London - Group Show - Pop Rocks

2017 Box Galleries, London - Solo Show -Pap Provocateur {8

2016 Self Promoted, London - Solo Show - Reflections ru=

2016 Oliver Cole Gallery, Miami - Group Show  —

2015 Soho Contemporary Art, New York - Solo Show - Misfits |

2015 CASS Contemporary Art, Tampa - Group Show - Corrosively Bright * ; :

2015 Artveras Gallery, Geneva - Group Show F

2014 Soho Contemporary Art, New York - Solo Show Tile= [T

2014 Soho Contemporary Art, New York - Solo Show - London Calling 35 L

2014 Imitate Modern, London - Solo Show - Kryptonite i =

2013 /mitate Modern, London - Solo Shaw - The Inner Outsider i | 4

2013 Baku Restaurant, London - Solo Show - Pop up Showcase ‘ f T Y,

2012 /mitate Modern, London - Solo Show - Just be You Tiful Nt

2012 /mitate Modern, London - Group Show - Proud to be British | 41 !

2012 Baku Museum of Modern Art, Azerbaifan - Group Show

2012 Opera Gallery, London - Group Show

2011 Opera Gallery Pop Up Show; London - Solo Show : [ o0 |

2011 (pera Gallery, London - The Street Art Show e ] '-
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2011 Opera Gallery, London - Group Show * L F)
2010 Gallery Rouge, St Albans - Solo Show | [ =

2018 Christies, London - Charity Art Auction - Sp LS |
(achieved an auction valuation of £52,000) ¥ o ]
2011 Bonhams, London - Urban Art Show v i a ;

(achieved an auction valuation of £6,000) ' p
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“A bird and a boy. The reason/l'want to™>
write about Rich s really simple ¢
personal. Rich’s work speaks to me. He
speaks to me, | admire his artand he has
this personal/gy that touches people. He .
Is very grounded and down to earth. He =
IS this boy who believes in hard wc
that you will always reap what you sow
So he is always working. At the same.
time, he has the spirit of a birdsuncaged
by social dogma and untou

a and u bythe " £
storms that he's experienced. free, andf -
has no fear. N W

ALEXANDRA LUELA, Blogg{e; ~
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‘of a new wave of street
UK. As a self-taught
ed stencil syle




“SIMMONS
-~ PAINTS
LIKE A

| ROCKER."

PROHBTD
MAGAZINE
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By implementing modern mentality to throwback
imagery Rich Simmons makes art that will make
you olush

L

Street art has this rebellious punk rock attitude that | love," Rich

Simmans sprays it loud. When he isn't painting images of suparheroes

and other familiar figures on walls and the sides of b

4]

ga, he's uzing
reclaimed billboards to bnng the expenence of the street into the gallery.

‘I's a case of doing it for the love of painting, gving pec

x someathing
on a wall to enjoy who wolldn't |"||'_"|I'.'T'|.'J.||':- axpariance art ar go o g?l”r-_'lrll:r:;
or museurmns,” he axplains, *There is alao a huge adrenaline rush painting
out on the streel, whether it's doing it on a legally commissioned wall or
running arcund at & AM with a spray can and some stencils or a bucket of
pasta and soma posatara.”

Simmons approaches sexuality in a way that deviates from the cultural
norm, Where people usually see sexy Victona's Secret ads, he paints *50s
pir-up girks, | anjoy the aesthetic of "508 pin up girls and old advartis-
ing. Thare iz a boldness to it

a simplcily and an innocenca,” he saya,

‘Everything is 30 hyper sexualised nowadays and you see pop stars rolling

around on stage in nothing more than a thong and it takes all of tha mys-
tery out of it. Pin up girls can use a lash of stockings o achieve that tease
and it makes you use your imagination more.”

These seductive images aren't the only reason why people are drawn
to his work. Much of his art features culturally ralavant figuras—whathar
they'ra suparheroas or

Will and Kate depicted as Sid and Nancy—and
the use of these wonic mages immadiately involves the audisnce. *Using
an iconic character like Balman who people instantly recognize forms the
emotional engagement instantly and you don't have to spend lime intro-
ducing a new character and {

the viewer can then

ling their story before
delve deeper into the piece's meaning and

story." He understands the
powar behind rooting his work in popular culture, *You can also usa this
familiarity o add the shock value by putting them in a eituation you'd naver
expect to see, like when | painted Batman kissing Superman,” he says, of
one of his most wall known street arl piecas that caused controvarsy by
making a pro-gay statemant with icons from our childhood. *Tha tact that
it was those characters and not just two random guys gave the piece that
shock value and engages with more people

Simmaong acknowledges the palitical nature of hig work and of strast
art in general. *“With the public element of street art and how large an

audience can be who see i, | feel there is a r-zf:}':l..ll".&:b“ ty on the artist 1o

craate something that has a message and the power to stop people and
make them look. If people just ignore it and walk past then | haven't done

my job properly.” —Nora Goodbody







RICH SIMMONS IS

PART OF A NEW WAVE
OF STREET ARTISTS
EMERGING FROM THE

UK. AS A SELF-TAUGHT
ARTIST. HE USES AN
INTRICATELY DETAILED
STENCIL STYLETO
CONVEY HIS IRREVERENT
SENSE OF HUMOUR.

Hiz® sélf-imposed mission to
change people’s views on different
subject matters has stemmed from
dn autistic background in which
Bimmons had to cofwunicate his
thoughts on the world thicagh
visuval channels. He became & clobal
name after creating a piace of work
geploting Prince Willism and Kate
Hiddleton 43 Sid and Narcy from the
Sex Fistols. This “Foture *=¢King“
place created g worldwide media
stir and made pecple sware of the
Simmons style of work and ability
to create iconic imagery.

What motivates you fo create are?
I would much rather use my hands to
create 8 stencil or pick up a spray
can than verbalise how I feel so
my motivation to create is really
just @ natural ihstinct that ivwe
always. had.

Pall me abouvt your work? 1
started by learning on the sireets,
creating stencila that | could go
QUL A paink on wal sl My stencils
take a4 Lonmyg Blme o create so 1
am in o my o atubis o Lot and  then

e griece thal goebs peinted on Blie

tieet oF & capvas is tl
of the process. I spend

23t of the time drawing,
imagining how tha finig

will lock and hoping the

hours spent creating a po
together in the fingl 1

when I spray it somewher
Fhat moves you most

eithar to iInspire
youp Inspiring others

inspiraticnal is what

ma most in o my life.
gchools, running works
travelling to new places |
this altérnative uge of
seeing how it helps and
people is what keeps me |
Bo wyou try out new

materials/subjects that
uncomfortable at Arst? 1
pushing myself o experi
ngw ideas and new subisct
I hawve worked on wood an
I ‘have experimented with
backgrounds, diferent oo
stainiags and ways of
backdrops for my stemeils

Hords by Jean-David Malai
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“Simmons’s bold and
beautiful work certainly
stands out from g€
crowda, despite e K ]
many of its conven
Somehow; In-his-hands
the use of montage and-
slogans feels fresh and
new,”

HUFFINGTON
POST






“The art itself could very well be
described as a successtul fusion.
His representations of familiar
figures, both real and fictional,
allow Simmons to construct
narratives, sometimes in only a
single frame. What Rich Simmons
producesisdefinitelyart, fromthe
street to the gallery enthusiasts
of all stripes respond to his work.
Simmons is proving that passion,
dedication and a wide variety of
influences can create engaging
cross-cultural art”

DECOMPOZ Magazine
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P ' In 2009, Rich was awarded a
o Vinspited Award as the most
N inspirational young volunteer

in the UK for his work with Art Is
The Cure and The Princes Trust.
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“I started Art Is The Cure in 2008 with
a simple idea, inspire other people who.
were struggling to find creativity as a
release.Artwas a natural release for me, _
I had always been creative growing up. ¢
When | talked to my friends about the
things | was going through at the time,
| realised what | was doing was a form
of art therapy. Instead of self harming
or turning to negative releases when |
was struggling at home, | would draw
or paint and thats how | escaped the
pain. Art was my cure. | realised that art
therapy wasn’t well known enough for
other people like me to find that natural
release and | made it my goal to create
something that would raise awareness
and inspire others to find their creative
cure. Over a decade later, Art Is The
Cure has inspired countless people to -

discover creative therapy and find a ™

cure through art” . '

‘www.artisthecure.org
~@artisthecureorg
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Being an artist requires\you'totap I
ART IS THE CURE, Awardimm,lg 1,$ho :

s réate beauty”
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BEST SHORT FILM 2020 2020 2020 2020

OFFICIAL WINNER WINNER SEMI FINALIST OFFICIAL SELECTION R OFFICIAL SELECTION T {]F:CI;L snemouh
0 H . | - T
Agt';?“ T;fas' The Impact T Ttglhl!lala ysia Il:of: g“ :_Irs London Lift-Off HYClﬂelr:t'tlal Toronto Lift-Off Bre N ne Poic
Bt b DOCS Awards i Featival g Film Festival i Film Festival Heaith & Social
Festival i Film Festival 2020 Festival 200 Festival b Justice Film Festiva
2020



www.richsimmonsart.com
richsimmonsart@gmail.com
@richsimmonsart
+44(0)7540660353




